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Expo 98. 
Steiglitz Leader: Dick Southcombe 
Discussion on plants from last excursion 
Leaders: 
Valda Dedman 5243 2374 
Trevor Pescott 5243 4368 
“Birding in Canada” 


Forrest and Lake Elizabeth 
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* Stephen Ambrose “VVhat we found from the ABC” 
* CHANGES TO PROGRAM 
+ ADDITIONS TO PROGRAM 


The Hon. Marie Tehan 
1 Treasury Place 
MELBOURNE 3002 


25" May, 1998 


Dear Mrs Tehan, 


FUNDING FOR GEELONG INTERNATIONAL WATERSPORTS FACILITY 


We urge you to reject any application for funding for the proposed Geelong International Watersports Facility at the 
Belmont Common for the following reasons: 


1 The taxpayer cost of a new bridge alignment, estimated at an addition of $2.5 million, is unjustified. 

2 The cost to local trade/industry by the new bridge alignment is estimated αἱ $1,168/weekday. This must be 
offset against the projected income from the use of the facility. (Final Report) 

3 The cost to local trade/industry of the Breakwater Road diversion around the end of the facility has been 
estimated at $515/weekday, the benefit of the Fellmonger’s Road extension option on the present planning 
scheme, is estimated at $81/weekday. (Final Report) 

4 It will cost $715,000 to downgrade a major arterial road (Breakwater Road), which will still be liable to 
flood damage. (Feasibility Study) 

5 There*is no guarantee that the watersports facility will attract international events because of competition 
from existing facilities built recently at Penrith and Nagambie, and the number of such events is limited. 

6 Itis acknowledged that the National Water Sports Centre at canumi is a “white elephant”. The Geelong 
facility could be equally under-utilised. 

7 An existing profitable golf course which is used for 25,000 rounds of golf per year generated $407,000 in 
income and creates 6 equivalent full time jobs will be lost without comparable job creation in the proposed 
facility. It pays for its own maintenance through a maintenance lease of $158,000 to Council. (Barwon Valley 
Golf Club 1997) 

8 Studies identify the Belmont Common to be a valuable component of the regional biodiversity of the 
Greater Geelong region, because of its wetlands, grasslands and treed areas. Although it is claimed there will 
be no significant loss of biodiversity on a regional scale, the destruction of the grasslands and treed areas, and 
the threat to the wetlands, will cause loss on a local level. 6000 mature trees will be destroyed. (Final Report) 
9 The construction of the course is acknowledged as impacting on the adjacent section of the Barwon River. 
The degradation of the river, its riparian environment, and the risk of floods or blue-green algal blooms which 
would disrupt rowing or other water events, makes the site unsuitable. (Feasibility Study) 

10 Floods are frequent and unpredictable and these will inundate the complex. Latest plans include 
permanent structures on the water course, which would be liable to damage. (Council meeting 1 3* May, 1998) 
11 The overall area of the Common is finite and there is inadequate space for car parking and other facilities 
the complex may need in the future. 

12 Council has never properly assessed the use of Belmont Common, nor its value to the community. There 
are other options for the use of this Crown Land, which Council has not explored. 

13 The scheme directly benefits a very small proportion of the sporting community. The Barwon River 
successfully accommodates watersports users, very few of whom would ever require an international length 
course. 

14 The estimated cost of construction has already risen by $2 million. If there are further cost blowouts, the 
State Government could be asked to make further financial contributions. (Council meeting 13" May 1998) 

15 The cost of construction is now estimated at $8.7 million. If such an amount is available for Geelong, it 
could be spent better elsewhere in the city, directly benefiting a larger section of the community. (Council 
meeting 13" May, 1998) 


Yours sincerely, 


Your stamp here 


The Hon. Marie Tehan 
1 Treasury Place 
MELBOURNE 3002 
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REEDY LAKE 
RESTORATION STUDY 
... Trevor Pescott 


The next excursion to Reedy Lake is 
due on Thursday 11 June. 


As usual, meet at the end of 
Fitzgeralds Road off Melaluka Road, 
Leopold at 9.00am. 


Bring lunch if you are able to stay 
until early afternoon. 


Unless there is a heavy fall of rain, 
the lake will still be almost dry so a 
boat wil not be needed; however 
conditions are muddy, so please be 
well shod! 


Tel: 5243 4368 


A MAGIC MOMENT 
... Valda Dedman 


Cunningham Pier at 7 a.m. Tuesday 
19th May. | was reconnoitring for the 
‘Birds Before Breakfast Walk” on 
World Environment Day. The gulls 
were the first awake, flying in from 
the west. A water rat slipped out of 
the water at Fisherman’s Pier to 
feast on whitebait left on the rocks. 
Then | watched the sun rise over 
Corio Bay. 


A huge red disk seemed to come out 
of the sea just off Point Henry, then 
turned to gold lighting up a golden 
path across the still waters of the 
bay. Join me on the 5th June at the 
entrance to Cunningham Pier. | hope 
the magic will be the same. We will 
walk up towards Eastern Park and 
return about 8.30 for breakfast at the 
Pancake Kitchen. 


New members... 


We are pleased to welcome the 
following new members who 
joined the club in May. 


Mr & Mrs David Hedley 
Miss Sheila Silver 
Miss Judith Newberry 


BRISBANE RANGES 
CAMPOUT 
... Dick Southcombe 


Whilst we will commence our 
campout at the old Steiglitz school 
camp at lunch time on Saturday, 
we will travel there via the You 
Yangs to give Dr White an 
overview of the area. Dr White 
wil spend Saturday afternoon with 
us in the Brisbane Ranges before 
returning to Sydney. 

[5 


ΘΕΟ 
A SPECIAL OFFER 


To celebrate twenty years of 
production, the publishers are 
offering our members an 
introductory subscription discount of 
25%. 


The usual subscription rate is 
$39.95 for six issues (GEO is 
published bi-monthly), compared to 
the newstand price of $47.70 per 
year. 


This special offer to our members is 
a subscription price of 
$29.95. 


Brochures are available from the 
Treasurer and sample copies of the 
magazine may be viewed at our 
library table. 


Next Months’ Speaker - 
flan Endersby (BSc) 


lan is a respected member of 
several groups including the 
Entomological Society of Victoria, 
the Australian Mammal Society 
and the Royal Society of Victoria. 
His interests in natural history are 
wide ranging, but this particular 
talk will deal with the lifecycles of 
dragonflies - one of our most 
interesting insects. 

Π 


Winter solstice... 


Sure enough, Joe Hubbard has 
taken the hint from last month 
about this subject. On page 11 he 
will explain what he has in mind, 
but | suggest you carry a scarf. 

oO 


EXCURSION NOTICE 


... Trevor Pescott 


Forrest Excursion, June 21. 


Location - Wurdee Boluc, West 
Barwon Reservoir, Lake Elizabeth. 


Meet - 9.00am at Karingal. 

Travel via Princes Highway through 
Waurn Ponds to Cape Otway Road, 
through Moriac to Wurdee Boluc 
Reservoir. With the low water level, 
birds are plentiful. 


10.30am. Move from Wurdee Boluc 
to West Barwon Reservoir. A few 
points of interest here include 
removal of pines and replacement 
with blue gums, low water storage 
level. 


12.00 Midday, back through Forrest, 
out Kaanglang Road to Lake 
Elizabeth track for lunch before 
exploring the lake and adjacent 
forest. 


Home via Kaanglang Road to 
Benwerrin - Mt Sabine Road, then 
vie Deans Marsh or Lorne and Great 
Ocean Road. 


Subjects - birds and fungi. 


Leaders: Trevor Pescott 5243 4368 
Valda Dedman 5243 2374 
o 


Subscriptions... 


Subscriptions are coming in nicely 
and the Treasurer is smiling, 


BUT 


Members whose subscriptions 
remain unpaid after the night of the 
July general meeting will not receive 
the ‘Geelong Naturalist” until they 
are financial. | 


If you are likely to be away or 
otherwise occupied during the next 
month or so, you might care to renew 
your subscription beforehand. You 
are then assured of every copy. 


Alban Lloyd-Jones 
Membership Officer 


JUNE 


. With Joe Hubbard 


Living with New Hollands; Go 
Saltmarshing; Beaut Walk 8; 
Punctual Swift Moths; And Also. 


Living with New Hollands. 

Itis sometimes called the watchdog of 
the bush and what an apt name for 
one of our local honeyeaters, the New 
Holland. Out our way we have a love- 
hate relationship with these. It’s great 
to have breakfast with the 
honeyeaters as they collect nectar, 
insects and sometimes bark from the 
fuchsia, but when one is enjoying the 
company of a lovely Golden Whistler 
and it is chased away by a pugnacious 
New Holland - unforgivable. 


Not to mention the constant harrying 
of the Spotted Pardalotes, the dive 
bombing of the Eastern Spinebill 
suspended under a salvia flower and 
not allowing the Yellow-faced 
Honeyeaters any respite on their 
autumn passage. 


Then they win me over wih their 
ceremonial beating of the bounds. On 
some sort of impulse a few will gather 
together at the top of a tree, very 
voluble and excited - if a bird can be 
so. Soon they are joined by many 
others (up to 20 the other day) that 
stream in from the neighbourhood. 
There is much calling and movement. 
They then fly to another tree, then 
another, repeating the performance. 
Then as quickly as it starts it stops. 
Then they fly off in all directions. 


One text suggested that this is a 
territorial marking display. Maybe it is 
just a group banding thing. Whatever 
it is, it is something to look for. 


And what about this watchdog 
business. They seem to be the first 
birds to see danger and wih their 
alarm calls alert every bird and 
twitcher to its presence. Brown 
Goshawks, Pied Currawongs, Grey 
Butcher-birds and Magpies are some 
that trip the alarm. 


Now and again you see one, meercat 
like, on a top-most perch looking 
around, maybe for that Brown 
Goshawk or an intruding whistler - 
who knows? When the alarm sounds 
you can almost be sure there will be 
one up top - scanning. 


GEELONG NATURALIST Vol 34 Νο. 2 June 1998 


Bottom Lines 


ο Look now for the birds 
mentioned - in urban and 
country. 


e New Hollands: are black and 
white honeyeaters with yellow 
Wingbars and lots of cheek. 

ο If food is avdilable they are 
found year round. 

e Listen for their alarm call and 
hear it taken up by their 
neighbours. 

e Look for the cause. 


Go Saltmarshing. 

The saltmarshes are aglow with the 
fire ember colours of Beaded 
Glassworts and the more subtle 
variations of the taller Shrubby 
Glasswort - each shrub looks 
different! Stand back and take in the 
deep claret colour of a massed 
display of glassworts and only one 
word springs to mind - spectacular. 


Breamlea provided this experience 
for us on 23/5/98. It’s not too late to 
go. 


While you are exploring keep an eye 
and ear out for Singing Honeyeaters 
in the coastal shrubs. 


Bottom Lines. 
e  Glassworts look as though they 
are made of colourful beads 


which have been glued 
together. 

e Reread Kathleen Ralston’s 
excellent article on the 
Breamlea saltmarsh Page 15 
December 1996 Geelong 
Naturalist. 

Beaut Walk 8. 


10 a.m. near Point Henry. It is a 
sunny calm morning with mirrored 
sea. Much of Geelong's ugliness 
(refineries etc) is hidden by haze. 
This is a wonderful backdrop for 
feeding birds on low tide mud flats. 


Sunlit, outstandingly white Royal 


Spoonbills, a Great Egret and 
Sacred Ibis stand in their reflections 
as if admiring the perfect images. 


| forget that my real purpose is to 
photograph the lovely colours of a 
small saltmarsh, and tum to 
binoculars. There! A raft of Little 
Pied Cormorants, Pelicans, two Pied 
Oyster-catchers, a Pacific Gull and 
over the saltmarsh two Black- 
shouldered Kites. 


Sated, | return to the saltmarsh where 
the Noonflowers seem to glow when 
sunstruck. Small blue butterflies fly 
amongst the saltbush and present a 
brief photo opportunity as they land 
teasingly on the flowering Beach 
Rocket. 


Well, | had better put down my rose- 
coloured binoculars and forget the 
cliches to tell you that all this was 
spoilt by the rubbish that had 
accumulated along the strand line of 
the bay. 


Stingaree Bay deserves better. 


Bottom Line. 

e Access Stingaree Bay via Point 
Henry Road.. As soon as you get 
to the smelter complex watch for 
a dirt track on the left which takes 
you to the beach - park here. 

e Walk on the beach back towards 
Geelong. You will know when to 
retrace your steps. 

e You walk past private saltworks. 
From time to time leave the 
beach to check for flying things 
over the works. 

ο Low tide is the best time. 


Punctual Swiftmoths. 

Swift Moths were at our windows on 
that rainy night 19/5/98. Next 
morning pupa cases were found 
under the lemon tree. And do you 
know this was recorded in my diary on 
the same date 19/5/97. 


| know, just a coincidence! 


And Also. 

Hakea flowering, creamy-white along 
Anakie-Ballan Road and _ Steiglitz. 
Pretty close up, fragrant, but mind 
your nose, sharp leaves. Shrub 
covered with largish, woody, warty 
fruits. 


Correa - look for all the flower-bell 
shades between red and green. It 
grows in the Ironbark Basin, 
Anglesea. 

Small Orchids - Striped Greenheads 
and Mosquito. 

Grey Fantails - winter visitors to urban 
gardens. 

Song Thrush - Who'll hear its first 
song. 

Birdnesting - Now that the deciduous 
trees are showing bare branches, 
check for all the nests you missed 
and try to identify the owners. 


GEELONG NATURALIST Vol34 No. 2 June 1998. 


PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


... Barry Lingham 


May 1998 


The Environmental Expo at the 
Deakin Woolstores campus looks 
like being a great success due to the 
efforts of Valda Dedman and Dick 
Southcombe with the support of 
many of our members. A terrific 
program of events has been 
organised to celebrate Environment 
Week. i 


Hopefully it will raise the profile of 
the Geelong environment as well as 
introducing people to the activities of 
the Geelong Field Naturalists Club. 
Special thanks to all those who have 
volunteered their time to assist over 
the week of the Expo. 


The City of Greater Geelong has 
voted to proceed with the 
International Water Sports Complex 
on the Belmont Common. The main 
constraint to the complex going 
ahead will be a lack of funding from 
the State Government. We urge 
people who feel strongly about this 
issue to send the flyer inserted in this 
month's Naturalist to the politicians 
indicated - the power of many voices 
can still influence decisions. 


A public meeting to discuss the 
Water Sports Complex will be held 
next Wednesday 3rd June at the 


Geelong West Town Hall. It is 
unfortunate that this clashes with 
environment week, but we hope 
as many people as possible can 
attend to voice our concerns. A 
recent poll in the Geelong 
Advertiser showed that many in 
the community had either not 
heard of this issue or were 
undecided about what should 
happen. 


There is still a vacancy to fill on 
our program of activities. The 
Summer Campout at Mt. Baw 
Baw does not have a leader. 
Several people from the friends of 
Baw Baw and the Latrobe Valley 
Field Naturalists have indicated 
that they can assist in this 
campout, but we need someone 
from the GFNC to coordinate the 
campout. Please contact me on 
52554291 if you are able to help. 


The annual review of the Geelong 


Naturalist will be held on Thursday. 


30th July. If you have any 
comments or ideas relating to our 
magazine, please pass them on to 
Alban Lloyd-Jones or myself for 
discussion. 


Noel Schleiger and Mark 
Trengove have used their 
expertise to help develop new 
interpretive signs for Seaview 
Park on the Belmont escarpment. 
Noel has completed an extensive 
survey of the geology of the area 
and Mark has checked the 


botanical specimens along the 
escarpment. Members of the Bird 
Group will be asked to develop 
information about the bird life of the 
park. A grant has been allocated to 
fund this work. 


The upcoming June campout will 
allow us to further investigate the 
Ted Errey Walk circuit based around 
Stony Creek in the Brisbane Ranges. 
These campouts are always very 
sociable occasions as well as being 
good learning experiences. Come 
along and treat yourself to a great 
weekend. 


The Karingal management has 
indicated that they will remain at the 
current location for the next decade, 
so this has taken the pressure off 
trying to find a new club meeting 
place for the time being. 


| am still a bit “wet behind the ears” 
as President and would appreciate 
feedback from members on any 
aspect of the club’s activities or 
decision making processes. Please 
make your views known to me or 
other committee members. 


Unfortunately we have vacancies on 
the committee for the positions of 
Vice-President plus two ordinary 
members. Our Club can only 
function at full effectiveness if we 
can have an active committee - 
please seriously consider joining the 
committee; it can be a very 
rewarding experience. 

o 


From the Geelong Naturalist Vol. 19, no. 1, pg 25 (May 1982). 


The Birdwatcher 


Lo the Birdwatcher. He riseth early in the Morning and upsetteth the whole household. 
Mighty are his preparations. He taketh with him his pad, pen and Pizzey (or Slater), 
his binoculars, camera and tripod, luncheon and liquid refreshment. 


He goeth forth into the Field (and Lane) with a great hope in his heart. 


Prolifically doth he tick his check list with his pen. 
(viz. Brolgas in the Barrabools 
Birds of the Night in Malop St., 


Orioles at Orrizonte's, 


Pratincoles in Pakington St., 
Waders in the Eastern Beach Pool.) 


And when the day is far spent he returneth smelling of Green Ginger Wine, and the truth is not in him. 


Anon, with apologies to Nino Culotta in Gone Fishin’. 


(| have two comments on this: 


| know of several 'she' birdwatchers who fit this piece of prose very well too. 


And: 


| wouldn't mind tagging along with this birdwatcher. He sees good birds. 


Marilyn Hewish) oO 
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A FUNGUS & LIVERWORT OF THE OCEAN GROVE NATURE 


RESERVE By Dave King 


TR EAE A ATE EATE TT PEN TNE TET ETOP ee I ISR EPT 


8 Traum Street, Portarlington, 3223. 


Introduction 

Over the last few years a number of deliberately lit fires have occurred in the OGNR, two of which have been 
relatively extensive in area burnt. Each of these fires produced some interesting explosions in growth of a fungi and 
a liverwort. The fungi. Peziza scuttelata (Ascomycetes), was the first to appear immediately after the first rains 
following the fire. Some months later, together with further rains, the liverwort Marchantia berteroana 
(Marchantiaceae) appeared in place of the Ascomycetes. Both erupted in relatively large patches of ash and carbon 
debris situated beneath openings in the canopy consisting mainly of Golden Wattle (Acacia pycnantha) and She 
Oak (Casuarina littoralis and C. stricta). 


Fungi 

The Ascomycetes first develops from the hypha, conspicuous amongst the coal-black carbonaceous debris, as 
dense white filaments, not unlike spider web, forming what is known as the mycelium. The hypha are initiated from 
the fungal spore when conditions in the substrate are such as to support it. Primarily in this case, the products of a 
woodland fire and moisture. Extending in every direction to form the mycelium, individual hypha often fuse with 
others of its own kind, spreading at a great rate to form a widespread colony. 


The fruiting body P. scuttelata develops as an extensive mat of cellular material consisting largely of cup-shaped 
bodies having a vivid orange-red colour, in startling contrast to the blackened landscape. 


The part played by this fungus, as in all fungi, is the breaking down of the debris constituents into nutrients that may 
be easily taken up by the colonising higher plants. 


Liverwort 

After the fungi died and decayed, the liverwort began to develop, covering much of the same area as had the 
P.scuttelata. It was obvious that the fire debris and the nutrients released by the fungi proved favourable to the 
liverwort M. berteroana, which, it would appear, supplement conditions for the recovery of the woodland. 


M. berteroana is one of the more common liverworts. it grows in damp areas, such as on the edge of creeks, in 
drainage systems and after fire on suitable damp substrate (Scott, 1985), which in the subject case is carbon and 
ash debris. 


The thallus, typical of the Marchantiaceae (Fig.1), appears first. It is a leaf-like structure several cells thick. the 
upper surface covered in numerous air pores. The under surface produces a series of rhizoids anchoring it to the 
ground and conducting water and nutrients to the plant. 


In the Marchantiaceae male and female plants are produced. Reproduction is achieved in two ways, asexual and 
sexual. Asexual is probably most often to occur (Scott, 1985), by.means of gemmae, that is by budding or shedding 
of cellular material. In M. berteroana this is achieved by dispersal of minute leaf-like gametes from within gemmae 
cups. The gemmae cups are circular outgrowths from the thallus (Fig.1). Their appearance is like a crown with a 
series of small protuberances around the rim. 


Sexual reproduction is achieved by spore-like gamete dispersal. These are held in the archegoniophore (Fig.1), 
which in the female plant are produced from the underside of the wheel-like head; in appearance resembling a 
yellow powder held in cotton wool. In the male plant sperm is produced on the upper side of the head. Water, either 
as rain or dew, forms the transporting medium in uniting the male and female gametes. Once united they produce 
the zygote that proceeds to cellalarly divide to become another individual liverwort. 


References 
Jarman, S.J & Fuhrer, B.A. (1995), Mosses & Liverworts of Tasmania & S.E.Australia, CSIRO, Melb. 
Scott, G.A.M. (1985), Southern Australian Liverworts, AGPS, Canberra. 


Thallus 


THE REMARKABLE 
‘MUTTON-BIRD’ 


The Short-tailed Shearwater, Puffinus 
tenuirostris, is the only variety of 
petrel whose breeding grounds lie 
solely in Australia. Almost all colonies 
nest on islands off south-east 
Australia. 


It was given the name ‘mutton-bird’ by 
the early settlers who utilised its fatty 
flesh and as an oil source. 


The birds live to an uncannily regular 
lifecycle with very large numbers of 
birds timing their various activities 
within days of each other. 


The various dates quoted were 
obtained from the observations and 
records of Miss G. Bowker for the 
period 1963-1973. 


Each year the bulk of the colony return 
to the nesting grounds on almost the 
same day. Over ten years of 
observations, the Port Fairy birds 
returned within three days of 22nd 
September. Birds return to the same 
burrows and generally with the same 
mate. 


For the following weeks burrows are 
dug or cleaned out. Mating occurs in 


L 10mm j 
Fig.1 Marchantia berteroana, Marchantiaceae. 


early November, then the entire 
population flies off to sea for about 
two weeks. Eggs are laid 
immediately upon their return ( 26th 
to 28th November) and each pair has 
one white egg. 


Males spend the first 12-14 days on 
the egg and then the female takes 
over for 10-13 days. This cycle 
continues until hatching about mid- 
January. From two or three days 
after hatching, the chick is left during 
the day whilst parents forage at sea 
for food. The periods between feeds 
increases until the chick can wait up 
to two weeks between meals as the 
adults range as far as 1,500km from 
the nest. For a time, the chicks are 
heavier than the adult birds. 


In mid-April the adults leave the 
young to migrate to the Aleutian 
Islands (Alaska) and the Kamchatka 
Peninsula (Russia). 


Hunger brings the chicks from their 
nests at night and in early May they 
set off after the adults. The birds fly 
close to New Zealand, then north- 
west toward Japan and north-east to 
the wintering grounds, taking about 
two months for the trip. Prevailing 
winds influence their flight path. The 
return is along the North American 


Archegoniophore 


Gemma-cup 


coast to California and then a straight 
run to Australia, where they arrive 
exhausted. 


Mortality is high in the first year with 
only about half of those who leave the 
nest surviving. 


Reproductive maturity is attained at 
about five years of age. 


The DNRE welcomes visitors but 
advises that no dogs are allowed on 
the island and that walkers must not 
stray from the defined tracks. With 


the soft sandy soil it would not be - - 


possible to walk over the area without 
causing the collapse of the burrows 
which are so very close to each other. 


The information for this article was 
taken from a DNRE publication 
“Griffiths Island Shearwater (“Mutton- 
bird”) Colony” in which the department 
acknowedges and refers to: | 


Port Fairy Historical Society. 

Miss G.Bowker. 

J.W.Powing Port Fairy: The First 
Fifty Years (Heineman 1980). 

D.L.Serventy, V.Serventy and 
J.Warham The Handbook of 
Australian Sea-birds (Reed 
1971). 
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GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INC. 
TREASURER’S REPORT 1997 - 1998 


By Ray Baverstock 


ΠΠΠΠΤΠΠΤΠΠΗΠΤΠΠΠΗΤΗΠΙΡΥΗΠΠΠΗΗ ΤΠ ΥΠ SA N 


During the year it was pleasing to note that there was a small increase in membership. Although there were 
seven resignations and eight members did not renew their subscriptions, we were pleased to welcome twenty 
new members. 


Subscriptions received totalled $4,700. Total interest received including interest received from ANZ 
Common Fund V2 Plus account amounted to $551.13 compared with $813.59 last year which reflects the fall 
in interest rates. 


Donations of $100 were received and Fund Raising Events yielded $260. 


Major expenses were printing costs of $1,980 for the magazine, Postage $825.18 and Hall Rental $820. 
Insurance $723 and Subscriptions to other Clubs and Magazines $573.50. 


The updated Geelong Nature Guide was printed, thus expending the grant of $420 received from The Surf 
Coast Shire last year. 


The 1996 Geelong Bird Report was also produced, but the print run was reduced to eighty copies. 


Public Liability Insurance was increased to $10 million dollars in order to comply with the management 
agreement entered into with the City of Greater Geelong, regarding Jerringot wetland. This cost an additional 
$178 but gives a greatly increased cover as the new policy now covers all club activities and not just those 
held at Karingal. 


Because of problems experienced with threats to the environment, it was decided to forge closer links with 
local Friends Groups and the club subscribed to most of these groups. This cost an additional $124. 
Hopefully this will give us earlier warning of any problems. 


In the coming year the committee has budgeted for increases in several items of expenditure above last 
year’s budget. 


Printing ‘Geelong Naturalist’ $200 
Postage $100 
Insurance $200 
Subs.to other clubs & magazines $200 
Display & Publicity $200 


Together with the fall in interest received it is therefore necessary to increase subscriptions in all categories 
by $2 per annum ($1 for Junior/Students) in order to achieve a balanced budget. 


The Committee therefore recommends that the following subscription rates apply for the year ending 
` 31/3/1999. 


Supporting Members $37.00 
Ordinary Members $27.00 
Joint/Family Members f $37.00 
Junior/Student Members $ 6.00 
Corporate Members ` $32.00 


Subs. to Geelong Naturalist Only $22.00 


Once again | would like to thank our supporting members and all who made donations and | thank all who 
have assisted me during the year. 
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BIO-DIVERSITY NOTES 


... Ade Foster 


Excursion 10/5/98 


It was clear skies and smiles all 
round as we met αἱ 8.30 am on 
Mothers Day for our {Πρ to 
Lerderderg Gorge. The persistent 
drizzle of the past week was gone, 
and we had salved our consciences 
wth a quick cuppa and 
chrysanthemum. We arrived in an 
empty car-park to the glorious 
chorus of the currawongs, the 
beautiful “cling cling’ of the Grey 
Currawong and the more uninhibited 
yodelling of the Pied. We had the 
mandatory cup of tea at the picnic 
tables and headed off along the 
river-bed. The cliff has become 
unstable a short distance from the 
picnic ground, and the track is 
closed, but detours are easily 
accessed. 


The river itself has dried to a series 
of pools, but every rock and log we 
turned revealed something of 
interest. Frank uncovered some 
curious ants, black with an 
orange/red head and very long legs. 
They walked with their abdomens 
curled up over their backs, looking 
for all the world like small mantids. 
Whether this is mimicry | don't 
know, nor can | guess at the 
advantage to the ant of pretending to 
be a tiny praying mantis. 


A search under the rocks around the 
pools revealed frogs, both Common 
Froglet, Crinia signifera, and Ewing's 
Treefrogs, Litoria ewingii, though 
these last were much more robust 
than the ones | am used to around 
Geelong. There were curious larvae, 
30mm long, black with large jaws 
and feathery gills on their 
abdomens. A check of the books 


showed these to be the larvae of the- 


Whirligig beetles, Gyrinidae. 


Several of the tiny pools contained 
quite large numbers of ‘yabbies’, 
although not the common ones so 
often found in farm dams and the 
like. The ones we found were quite 
colourful and very spiny, probably 
Euastacus sp. We caught several 
damselfly larvae which had three 
beautifully marked leaf-like plates on 
the end of the abdomen. These are 


in fact gills, and helped us identify 
our catches as 
Megapodagrionidae. Damsel flies 
belong to the order Odonata, with 
the dragonflies, and are in the 
suborder Zygoptera. 

We also trapped a little Galaxid 
minnow which was hunting the 
tiny aquatic life among the rocks. 
A couple of walkers we had 
encountered earlier in the day had 
told us that there was no water in 
any of the pools two weeks earlier. 
If so, how did this fish survive? 


Everywhere there was evidence 
of the presence of Wombats. 
Their considerable excavations 
were found at several points and 
the’ characteristic | squarish 
droppings could be seen all over 
the ground, sometimes 
prominently displayed on a fallen 


log or clump of grass. We found | 


the carpark crowded on our return, 
and had lunch in the picnic 
ground. Despite the crowds we 
were still entertained by Yellow 
Robins and a small flock of Red- 
browed Finches which fossicked 
about unpertubed by the 
screaming children and football 
games going on around us. 


| 


PLANT GROUP REPORT 


... Joe Hubbard 


The City of Greater Geelong has 
a computer data base of Geelong 
indigneous plants which has been 
compiled by lan Rogers. This is 
now available, but limited, as a 
document (book!). lan, who is 
Contract Supervisor for Arboreal 


‘Culture and Botanical Gardens, 


spoke about its contents, sources, 
uses and availability. 


The plants listed are found within 
the boundaries of the City. 


The information for the data base 
has been obtained from a wide 
range of sources, some historic 
but most of recent origin, within 
the last twenty years. 


A lot of this material was held by 
the Geelong Botanic Garden's 
library - lists which had been 
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compiled over the years by such 
bodies as the Geelong Field 
Naturalists Club, individuals such as 
Trevor Pescott and Mark Trengove 
and in more recent times the 
Environmental Effects Staterment 
for the Point Lillias chemical facility. 
From this material about 70 sites 
and indigenous plants found on them 
have been identified. 


The publication, Geelong Indigneous 
Plants is easily accessed with the 
species being arranged in 
alphabetical order. 


So | read from the data base that 
Acacia acinacea has a common 
name of Gold Dust Wattle, is from 
the Mimosaceae Family and can be 
found at Marshall, Anakie area, 
Brisbane Ranges N.P., Point Lillias, 
Sandy Creek Road and You Yangs. 
Then | am told if it is rare or 
threatened - this one isn't. 


As lan said this list is by no means 
complete, so he would appreciate 
current and. future plant lists to 
enhance and update this already 
impressive body of information. 
(These lists should be passed on to 
lan, by individuals and groups within 
the Club.) 


Discussions are under way with 
Natural Resources and Environment 
department to facilitate an exchange 
of information between the two 
bodies. 


The Data Base will assist the 
process of ‘greening’ Geelong City 
e.g. revegetation projects along with 
the identification of sites which need 
special consideration, and/or 
protection from development. 


lan can be contacted at the City of 
Greater Geelong, P.O. Box 104, 
Geelong 3220. 

. {el 


Future issues... 


Leila Ramsay said ‘What is it?’ and 
Ade Foster did the research and 
comes up with the explanation.. 


Claire McCormick has a contribution 
by courtesy of Dr David Suzuki. 


Valda Dedman’s ‘Bird of The Month’ 
becomes ‘Bird of Next Month’ and 
you'll love it. It is the friendliest of 
birds. m) 
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LIBRARY NOTES 


... Betty Moore 


Ballarat Field Naturalist N/L May 
1998 - 

Peter L.. Fry settles the March poser 
saga “Are all conical shells right- 
handed?” What do you think - are 
there any left-handed whorl shells? 


Workers for Wetlands - Geelong 
Field & Game Inc. Our club has 
received a Nest Box Research 
Summary 1996/1997. Nest boxes 
were placed at Lake Borrie, Lake 
Lorne, Brown’s Swamp, Hospital 
Swamps and on farm dams. All 
these nests were monitored regularly 
and success rates and problems are 
documented. 


Natural Heritage (Natural Heritage 
Trust) Autumn 1998. This is the first 
issue of the magazine. It reports on 
community group action in such 
areas as: 

The rare Brush-tailed Rock Wallaby 
in the Shoalhaven area. 

Monitoring of wildlife in the Lake 
Eyre Basin in Queensland. 

Tree planting in far north 
Queensland. 

Waterwatch. 

Phillip Island’s Wild Life Corridor. 
and other worthwhile projects. 


Habitat April 1998 - ‘A meagre 3.5 
per cent of Australia’s 11 million 
square kilometres of marine territory 
has been put aside for conservation.’ 
Special supplement ‘Sustainable use 
or multiple abuse?’ discusses this 
subject. 


Also read about Kakadu and the 
threat it is faced with if work on 
Jabiluka uranium mine goes ahead. 


Australia Nature Autumn 1998. 
Titles in this issue include: 

Feathertail Gliders (Many 
beautiful photographs.) 

A Miner Challenge - discusses 
the four Australian miner species. 

Maybe size does count - Orb- 
weaving spiders. 

What makes Ticking Frogs 
Tick? - there are four species of 
these fascinating little frogs and they 
are all found in a small area of 
southwest Western Australia. They 
‘lay their eggs in a burrow and the 
tadpoles stay there, living solely on 
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energy reserves provided by the 
egg yolk, until they transform into 
frogs. 

Seahorses under Siege. 


New Members Note - All these 
magazines plus many others 
are in our library, and are 
available for loan. 

Oo 


BIODIVERSITY 
WORKSHOP MEETING 
271 5/98 


The topic for this meeting was 
“Cockroaches and their Relatives, 
the Orthopteroids”. Orthoptera 
comes from the Greek orthos - 
meaning straight or rigid, which 
refers to the forewings or tegmina 
of these insects. It is a general 
term which has been used for 
some time to refer to all the 
insects included in the orders 
Blattodea, the cockroaches, 
Orthoptera, the grasshoppers and 
crickets, Mantodea, the mantids 
and Phasmatodea, the stick 
insects. In the past the earwgs, 
Dermaptera, were included and 
even today Orthopterists look 
after earwgs in museum 
collections, though they are now 
considered to be only distantly 
related. 


Everyone is familiar with 
cockroaches. Australia has some 
four hundred and fifty native 
species, including the world’s 
largest, but the six or seven pests 
species. were- all. introduced, 
probably by commercial shipping. 
Despite their names ... German, 
American, Australian ... they all 
originated in Africa and found 
human dwellings to their liking. 
They have spread around the 
world and still have a fondness for 


7 houses. 


The American cockroach, at 
44mm, is the largest of our pest 
species. Equally at home indoors 
or out, they prefer a warmer 
climate and are widespread over 
the northern two-thirds of 
Australia. Closely related are the 
Australian and the Smoky-brown, 
both with similar habits, but 
considerably smaller. The latter 
only arrived in Australia in the last 
thirty years, although it has been 


a pest in the USA since last century. 
The Oriental cockroach is possibly 
the most ancient pest species, 
clearly identifiable likenesses are 
carved in the tombs of the pharoahs 
and they are on record in English 
wine cellars in 1642. They like a 
cooler climate and are restricted to 
the southern half of the continent. 
Infestations have been reported 
from Melbourne and Adelaide but 
they are rare occurrences. 


German cockroaches are prolific 
breeders. They live for just 22 
weeks, but are mature and breeding 
after six and produce 7 clutches of 
30 or so eggs each time. The others 
take considerably longer to mature, 
breed less often and produce fewer 
eggs each time. Cockroaches 
reproduce in many ways. Most lay 
eggs in a capsule attached to bark, 
rocks, or buried in the ground. Some 
are false ovoviviparous - the eggs 
hatch while still inside the female. 
True ovoviviparous cockroaches 
give birth to live young. 


Cockroaches vary considerably in 
their appearances. Generally, the 
body is strongly flattened, with the 
head concealed under a large shield- 
like pronotum. The legs are often 
very spiny. Many are winged, in 
some species only the males have 
wings, some have greatly reduced 
Wings, and a number are completely 
wingless. 


The Rhinoceros cockroach, of North 
Queensland is the world’s largest. 80 
mm long, about the size of a 
business card, it weighs in at 30 
grams, more than 8 AA. battery. 
Australia is home to some sixteen 
species of burrowing cockroaches, 
including the Rhinoceros. The 
tunnels are dug into sandy soil, 
spiralling down to about 1 metre 
deep, but often up to 6m long. They 
dig a chamber at the bottom which 
they stock with leaves, a ready food 
source for their young which are 
reared in the same chamber. 


References : 

Rentz, David. Grasshopper 
Country, UNSW Press, 
1996 


Park, Andy Guess Who's Coming 
to Tea, Australian 
Geographic, No 18 

Oo 
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BIRD GROUP REPORT 


... Barry Lingham 


May 26th 1998 


This month’s scheduled speaker was 
Stephen Ambrose, but due to illness 
Stephen was unable to attend and 
his scheduled talk on “What we 
found from the ABC” has been 
rescheduled for July. 


Luckily, our July speaker, John 
Fallow, was able to bring forward his 
talk on the Broome Bird Observatory 
to fill the gap. 


John and his wife Becky were 
wardens at the Broome Bird 
Observatory for three years from 
October 1993. The observatory in 
Broome was first opened in 1988 
and it is one of four observatories 
throughout Australia. 


The work done in producing the Bird 
Atlas first established Northwestern 
Australia as a significant bird area. 
Broome is about 4,000 Km from 
Melbourne. It has a wet season 
population of about 8,000 which 
rises to 20,000 during the dry season 
tourist influx. Many different cultural 
groups have been established in 
Broome, with the early pioneers 
being pearl divers and fishermen. 


The Cable Beach resort is well 
known, and the owner, Lord 
McAlpine donated chalets from the 
resort to act as living quarters for the 
observatory. The work of the warder 
at the observatory has many 
aspects, ranging from organising 
and recording bird counts and 
netting, through to catering and 
organising tours plus the inevitable 
bookwork. ' 


The headquarters : are only 1: 


minute’s walk from Roebuck Bay 
which has large numbers of 
shorebirds resident. During the wet 
season, between 50-100,000 birds 
use the rich mudflats as a feeding 
zone. 


Some of the commonly seen 
shorebirds include Eastern Curlew, 
Great Knot, Red Knot , Grey Tattler, 
Ruddy Turnstone, Terek Sandpiper, 
Greater Sandplover, Lesser 


Sandplover, Bar-tailed Godwit, 
Black-tailed Godwit, Sanderling 
and the numerous Red-necked 
Stints. 


Broome is an important stopover 
for many migrating birds, as many 
fly directly from there northwards 
towards their breeding grounds. 
Many fly up to 5,000 Km to places 
like Hong Kong or the Yangste 
River, so the birds feed up to store 
fat before undertaking their 
journey. Many birds are in full 
breeding plumage by the time 
they leave in March. 


Banding of the waders has helped 
to establish the movements of the 
birds. Birds banded in Siberia 
have been recovered at Broome. 
One Knot was recaptured at 
Broome some 15 years after its 
first capture at the same beach. 
The fact that these birds have 
been shown to live for long 
periods has added weight to the 
importance of monitoring 
populations (to make sure that 
young are successfully being 
raised and it is not just the adult 
population returning each year) 


The habits of the shorebirds are 
amazing for more than just the 
extensive distances travelled in 
their annual migration to breeding 
grounds in Northern Siberia. For 
example, the diet of the birds in 
Australia consists mainly of small 
molluscs, yet in their breeding 
grounds they Survive on insects or 
berries. The large flocks that 
leave Australia disperse in the 
breeding grounds so that pairs of 
birds raise the young in isolation. 


Survey tours from the observatory 
are sometimes organised to camp 
at Eighty Mile Beach, to the 
southwest of Broome. This area 
has extensive mudflats that are 
uncovered by the tides that can 
range up to 10 metres along this 
area of coast. 


The mud at this site has been 
carefully analysed.. A grant 
allowed the setting up of a 
‘mudiab’ where international 
researchers found it has the most 
diverse ecological makeup of any 
mud surveyed. 
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There are between 30 and 50 
species of shorebirds present at 
Broome at any time. Rarer species 
include the Asian Dowitcher and 
Broad-billed Sandpiper, but 
uncommon species around our area 
such as Little Curlew are very 
numerous. 


The 5,000 visitors each year also 
have a chance to see bush birds 
such as White-breasted Whistler, 
Broad-billed Flycatcher, Mangrove 
Whistler, Yellow Wagtails and water 
birds such as Black-necked Stork 
and Magpie Geese. Rare birds such 
as the Arctic Warbler and Black- 
backed Wagtail have also been 
recorded here. 


In the surrounding areas, nearly all 
the Australian birds of prey can be 
found. The total bird list for Broome 
now stands at 300 different species. 


For those who wish to experience 
other forms of wildlife, a wide variety 
of insects and reptiles can be found. 
John showed slides of Phasmids, a 
beautiful Spiny-tailed Gecko plus 
other lizards and a python found in 
one of the toilets! 


The Broome Bird Observatory acts 
as a Mecca to bird observers from all 
over Australia and Internationally. 
Many of our GFNC members have 


- visited and all speak glowingly of 


their time there. We thank John for 
presenting his impressions of 
Broome and sharing some of his 
interesting experiences that 
occurred during his time spent there. 


Next Meeting’s Speaker 


Craig Morley will be speaking to us 
about the birds he found during his 
trip to Canada. Craig has spoken 
many times to our group and we look 
forward to learning more about the 
birds of Canada, delivered in Craig’s 
usual entertaining and informative 
fashion. 

m| 
Winter soltice rites 


.. . Joe Hubbard 


Some serious research turned up a 
recent Age photo of naked F.N.C. 
people conducting some sort of 
midsummer rite in a Wilsons 
Promitory rock pool. So it would 
seem that a midwinter dash along 
Stingaree Bay, suitably garlanded 
with noonflowers, would seem quite 
appropriate. Any takers? Oo 
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MAY MEETING REPORT 


. . ΠΟΥ Whiteside 


Report of illustrated talk on "Sand 
Dune Ecology" given by Helen Lee 
at the General meeting on 5 May 
1998 


This talk concentrated on sand 
dunes in the Anglesea and Airey's 
Inlet area with reference also to 
dunes in SE South Australia and 
Western Victoria. Maps were shown 
to indicate the locations of these 
dunes. 


ORIGINS of dunes are various. For 
instance, a large area stretching 
from the Mount Gambier region to 
Ouyen was originally under water 
and from about one million years 
ago the land has gradually risen due 
to volcanic activity. The Mount 
Gambier region has experienced a 
relatively recent volcanic activity. 
Stranded dunes have developed in 
many areas as the sea has 
retreated. The maximum height of 
these dunes is about 50 metres and 
the areas below these dunes once 
consisted of rather swampy tea-tree 
country but most has been cleared 
for cattle grazing. Some former 
dune areas are now inundated by the 
sea. 


A TYPICAL COASTAL DUNE 
SYSTEM 

Dunes start to form just behind the 
high tide level of a beach. Sand 
usually accumulates gradually and 
eventually higher dunes are formed. 
Small plants start to colonise 
followed by larger shrubs and trees. 
The plant species which survive the 
best are those which tolerate salty 
conditions. The rate of establishment 
of dunes is dependent on wind, tide, 
erosion and local topography. 
Where remnant original vegetation 
exists in a dune system it is usually 
heathy in nature with banksias and 
eucalypts as the main tree species. 


PROBLEMS 

1. Cattle grazing by early settlers. 

2. Dune buggies 

3.Access tracks. The clearing of 
plants causes erosion to occur. The 
_ prevailing wind comes from the sea 
so the exposed sand is blown and 
nearby vegetation is destroyed. 


Remaining shrubs perched on 
ridges soon collapse. In some 
cases vegetation is completely 
submerged by sand drifts. 


SOME 
SYSTEMS 
1. Beechport in SA 

The coastal dune system is up to 
one kilometre wde with remnant 
rocks on a headland forming the 
Robe Range. The climax 
vegetation is the tree species 
Eucalyptus diversifolia and the 
major shrub is Banksia serrata. 
Some erosion of dunes has been 
caused by the ocean eating away 
dunes causing layers of shrubs to 
slide down into the loose sand. In 
other places newy formed dunes 
have been _ re-colonised by plants 
such as Spinifex and Marrum 
grass 


TYPICAL DUNE 


2 AIREY'S 
ANGLESEA area. 
These dune systems are not very 
wide and vary with the degree of 
erosion. The major small tree is 
Melaleuca lanceolata and these 
plants tend to get bigger away 
from the coast. Considerable 
changes to the vegetation have 
occurred in this area since the 
Feb. 1983 fire. Recent damage to 
Bell's Beach was caused by tides 
attacking the Cakile weed leaving 
a low escarpment. The presence 
of Marrum grass, however, has 
helped to arrest the problem. 


INLET and 


3. DISCOVERY BAY. 

Dunes are colonised by different 
coloured tussocks of a native 
grass with a species of Olearia 
and Helichrysum established as 
shrubs. Dunes spread a fair 
distance inland with little sign of 
major erosion. 


DUNE PRESERVATION 


` 1.Fences are erected to prevent 


sand loss in some beach areas. 
2. Plant establishment. 


Start off with plants which will 
colonise salty sand. Sand is built 
up in the first place by wind action 
to form little hummocks as the 
sand gets caught by anything 
lying on the beach eg. seaweed 


MARRUM GRASS (Ammophila 
psamma arenaria) was first 
introduced into Victoria at Port Fairy. 
This is a very useful plant in terms 
of colonising the tall dunes and it 
has proved to be so successful that 
it is still planted in areas which 
require soil stabilisation. It forms a 
deep rhizome and can withstand a 
fair amount of abuse on the surface. 
Once leaf litter builds up on dunes 
there is more nutrition for other 
plants to establish themselves. After 
some years this plant is sometimes 
affected ‘by a root fungus arising 
from the build up of humus. Some 
research into this problem has been 
carried out in Holland. 


SPINIFEX species. 

Runners of these plants develop 
roots at nodes which rapidly put 
down long roots into the wet sand. 


CAKILE maritima (Purple Sea 
Rocket) 

Seeds of this plant germinate once 
sufficient rain has lowered the 
salinity of the sand wth runners and 
roots forming rapidly. 


Some other dune plants include 
Dune Thistle, Coast Wattle 
(A.sophora), Helichrysum and 
Exocarpos species, NZ Spinach 
(Tetragonia tetragonioides) and 
varieties of Pigface (Carpobratus) 


Graeme Tribe gave a vote of thanks 
to the speaker. 


(m 
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BIRDING UP NORTH 


If you are serious about birds you owe 
yourselves at least one visit to far 
North Queensland. 


Encouraged by Craig Morley in 1994 
we went to Cairns and were so 
delighted that we went again last 
month, just arriving home in time to 
publish the magazine. 


We had our first sighting as the 
aircraft made its landing approach 
Which | thought was a good omen. 


Within an hour of arrival we were at 
the magic foreshore (with the tide in), 
but raining. A pair of Beach Thick- 
knees were very close plus many 
others so we braved the rain and were 
rewarded wih a good list. 


Inland of Cairns is the Atherton 
Tableland which is almost as good as 
it gets. At Julatten, the Red-necked 
Crake near our feet while having 
morning tea on the verandah was 
unbelievable. 


Away from the humidity of the coast 
we found a small motel on an arm of 
land protruding into Lake Tinaroo, 
three times the size of Sydney 
Harbour. 


Such a large body of water, which 
has thousands of Barramundi, 
attracts many waterbirds. At one 
time we had a White-bellied Sea- 
Eagle bailed up in a tree above us by 
two defensive Magpie-larks, Black- 
fronted Plovers on the lake edge, 
Great Crested Grebes on the lake 
and Scarlet Honeyeaters in the 
flowering shrubs all at the same time. 


While Valerie is calling out ‘Did you 
get this one and what about that one’, 
| am trying to juggle my glasses, field 
glasses, notepad and pen, a cup of 
coffee as well as having the odd peep 
at all that was going on. 


With rainforest remnants a short 
distance away, a large shallow lake 
fed by a large river nearby and a 
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dryish_ sclerophyll forest full of 
bluebells within walking distance the 
variety of birds was enormous. 


When we had our daily pre-breakfast 
walk at daylight the sight of some of 
the birds in the yellow light of dawn 
was just wonderful. 


Even at night we managed to find a 
Bush Thick-knee on the road. In our 
wisdom we decided that the bird was 
at risk so we would direct it into the 
adjoining bush. After what | thought 
was some very skilful manoevring of 
the car for some few minutes we 
finished up with the bird on the road 
and us in the bush. Finally a yappy 
little dog drove the bird to safety. It 
seems that one should leave nature 
alone. 


Unfortunately the Tinaroo motel is to 
be demolished in favour of costly units 
and the Cairns foreshore is still under 
threat of development. 

Oo 


ADDRESSES FOR CONTACTING MEMBERS OF STATE PARLIAMENT 


The Hon. Jeffrey KENNETT, Premier; 
The Hon. Robert MACLELLAN, Minister for Planning and Local Government 
The Hon. Alan STOCKDALE, Treasurer 
The Hon. Marie TEHAN, Minister for Conservation and Land Management 
The Hon. Patrick MCNAMARA, Deputy Premier 

Mr John BRUMBY, Leader of the Opposition 

Mr John THWAITES, Deputy Leader of the Opposition 


Post to: Parliament House, Spring Street, Melbourne 3002 


BIRD OBSERVATION REPORTS 


May 1998 


-- compiled by Barry Lingham. 


Observations were submitted by Margaret Cameron (MAC), Marilyn Hewish (MHe), , Rohan Bugg (RBu), Ray Baverstock (RBa), Ray 
Beckworth (RBe), Barry Lingham (BL), Gordon McCarthy (GMC), Polly Cutcliffe (PC), John Bottomley (JB), Valda Dedman (VWD), 
Craig Morley CM), Penny Smith (PS), Glenda Shomaly (GS). 


Australasian Grebe 5 
Black Browed Albatross i 3+ 
Shy Albatross 7 2+ 
Fluttering Shearwater 30+ 
Australia Gannet i -ῃ 
Darter ; 5) 

1 
Cattle Egret 180 

3 15+ 

Great Egret 1 
Australasian Bittern 1 
Straw-necked Ibis 150+ 
Sacred Ibis 2 
Royal Spoonbill 1 

3 
Black Swan 340 
Grey Teal 80 


4/05/98 Barwon River, Newtown Rba 
13/04/98 Pt. Lonsdale (heads) CM 
«10/05/98: Pt. Lonsdale (at sea) CM 
2/05/98 Pt. Lonsdale (at sea) CM 
11/05/98 Mouth of Werribee River RBu 
9/04/98 Bungey's Hole, Werribee River RBu 
24/04/98 Buckley's Falls CM 
11/05/98  Bungey's Hole, Werribee River. Roosting in dead Peppercorn tree.RBu 
4/05/98 Anakie Road at Ballan Road JC/JB 
18/05/98 Western Beach RBe 
11/05/98 Reedy Lake MC 
6/05/98 Moorabool. JB/JC 
12/05/98 Torquay. GS 
19/05/98 Lake Connewarre RBe 
18/05/98 Western Beach RBe 
17/05/98 Freshwater Lake MHe/MC 
17/05/98 Freshwater Lake MC/MH 


(Continued on page 14) 
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(Continued from page 13) 
Chestnut Teal 


Black-shouldered Kite 


Brown Goshawk 
Collared Sparrowhawk 
Grey Goshawk 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 


Little Eagle 
Swamp Harrier 
Peregrine Falcon 
Australian Hobby 


Australian Kestrel 
Stubble Quail 


Painted Button-quail 

Banded Lapwing 
Black-winged Stilt 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 


Gang-gang Cockatoo 


Galah 


Little Corella 
Sulphur Crested Cockatoo 
Little Lorikeet 


Musk Lorikeet 

Fantail Cuckoo 

Horsefields Bronze-Cuckoo 
Powerful Owl 

White Throated Nightjar 
Singing Bushlark 

Skylark 


Welcome Swallow 
Golden Whistler 

Rufous Whistler 

Grey Fantail 

Brown Songlark 

Striated Fieldwren 
Speckled Warbler 
Yellow rumped Thornbill 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 


White-eared Honeyeater 
White-plumed Honeyeater 


New Holland Honeyeater 
Eastern Spinebill 


White-fronted Chat 
Red Browed Firetail 


Common Myna 
White-winged Chough 
Pied Currawong 

Little Raven 
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17/05/98 
27/04/98 
17/05/98 
24/05/98 
30/04/98 

1/04/98 

8/05/98 

2/05/98 

2/05/98 
24/05/98 
24/05/98 
21/05/98 
21/05/98 
26/05/98 
17/05/98 
17/05/98 
24/05/98 
13/05/98 
26/05/98 

98.5.95 
26/05/98 
17/05/98 
14/05/98 

3/05/98 


11/05/98 
17/05/98 
17/05/98 
18/05/98 
26/03/98 
2/04/98 
20/05/98 
3/05/98 
26/05/98 
23/05/98 
26/04/98 
29/04/98 
26/04/98 
25/05/98 
17/05/98 
5/05/98 
30/03/98 
26/05/98 
14/05/98 
14/04/98 
8/05/98 
20/05/98 
11/04/98 
6/05/98 
10/05/98 
17/05/98 
26/04/98 
15/05/98 
1/05/98 
19/04/98 


- 26/04/98 


11/05/98 
26/05/98 
13/05/98 
17/05/98 
26/04/98 
17/05/98 
25/05/98 
14/05/98 
26/04/98 

3/05/98 

6/05/98 
28/04/98 
30/03/98 
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Freshwater Lake 
Estuary of Barwon River 


Freshwater Lake. Attacking and driving off two brown falcons 


Ceres. Forced Kestrel down onto a fence post. 
Jerringot 
Newtown 
Newtown 
Newtown. White Morph. 
Wallington 
Anglesea 
Ceres 
Cobbledick's Ford Reserve 
Hordern Vale 
Marshall 
Geelong South. Perched in Eucalypt by railway. 
Geelong City. 
Ceres. Forced onto post by black shouldered kite. 
Argoona Rd, Little River 
Argoona Road, Little River 
Aireys Inlet. In vegetable garden for a week. 
Argoona Road, Werribee 
Freshwater Lake 
Ocean Grove near surf beach heading NE 
Newtown. Heading towards cement works. 

(Derek Kaye) 
Highton. Smaller flocks seen between 5.21 and 5.26 
Highton. Also on 21/5, 22/5, 23/5, 26/5. Up to 80. 
Geelong South. Feeding on eucalyp fruit. 
Rippleside 
Queens Park 
Newtown. Also 12 on 9/4, 2 on 3/5 at Geelong College 
Highton. Heading SE 
Cobbledick's Ford Reserve. Soaring after a Little Eagle. 
Rippleside 
Highton (North Valley Road) Flying SE 
Queens Park 
Newtown. Also on 3/5, 9/5, 25/5 
Crimson Rosella 
Inverleigh in township near bridge. Late autumn 
Freshwater Lake. 


Lower Anakie Gorge. In bush three metres of the ground. 


Eumerella 

Argoona Road, Werribee 

Argoona Road, Werribee 

Newtown. Also on 19/4 

Lake Victoria 

Freshwater Creek. First seen in garden for two years. 
Long Forest. Late stay. 

Highton 

Torquay 

Freshwater Lake 

Eynesbury 

Cobbledick's Ford Reserve. Building nest in black wattle. 
Highton i 
Newtown. Also on 2/5 in small groups. 

Eynesbury. 

Highton. Rarely seen for many years. 

Highton (Nth Valley Rd). 1st return since ten years ago. 
Highton. Noisy flock. Also seen for next two days. 
Highton 

Newtown. Immature. Also on 9/5, 24/5 

Freshwater Lake 

Queens Park Golf course 

Argoona Rd, Werribee 

Pakington Street. 

Bannockburn bush 

Highton. 

Highton 

Geelong City 


MHe/MC 
GT 
MC/MH 
GMc 
VWD 


MC 
MC/MHe 
GMc 

CM 

RBu 
RBu 

CM 

GT 
HSt/PSt 
RBu 
RBa 

GS 
MC/MHe 


RBu 
RBa 
CM 
RBu 
RBa 
VWD 
RBa 
VWD 
CM 
MC/MHe. 
RBa 
RBu 
CM 
GMc 
RBa 
VWD 
CM 
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GFNC OFFICE BEARERS (1997-1998) 


President Barry Lingham 5255 4291 

Vice-President” Vacant 
Secretary Madeline Glynn 5248 6332 
Treasurer Ray Baverstock 5243 7025 
Minute Secretary Donna Wood 5221 2956 
Immediate Past PresidentDick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Committee Member Peter Hackett 5229 4642 
sae x Diana Primrose . 5250 1811 
5 Graeme Tribe 5255 2302 

s z Vacant 

x : Vacant 
Honorary Librarian Betty Moore 5288 7220 
Editor Alban Lloyd-Jones 5243 3704 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and GEELONG BIRD REPORT EDITOR 


Bio-diversity Group Ade Foster 5243 9478 
Bird Group Barry Lingham 5255 4291 
Plant Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 


Geelong Bird Report Marilyn Hewish (Pri) 03 5367 3196 (Bus) 03 9344 5715 


DISCLAIMER 


Responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed in this magazine 
rests with the author of the article. ‘Geelong Naturalist’ may be quoted without 
permission provided that acknowledgement of the club and the author is made. 
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